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Recently the ABS has begun to create a Business Longitudinal Dataset (BLD) which will 
contain business information to facilitate analysis at the microeconomic level on a range of 
policy issues based around growth and performance. The aim was to create this dataset by 
combining annual administrative data, such as Australian Taxation Office and Australian 
Customs Service data, with ABS collected survey data. That is, without the need for data 
collection. However, during discussion with potential users of this dataset, the desire for 
business characteristic data has emerged. Such data is not collected by any current ABS 
business surveys and so the need for a specific survey has arisen. the current vision is a 
survey vehicle used to collect the characteristics data, which is then matched to available 
administrative data and other ABS survey data to form the BLD. Thus the BLD design issue 
is in fact a longitudinal survey design issue. It is the desire to produce a dataset which will 
be suitable for many different analytical purposes. This has presented a design challenge for 
us. the ABS has some experience at designing longitudinal surveys which will produce 
datasets for a particular analytical purpose, but much less experience in designing to 
produce a dataset which will be suitable for multiple analytical purposes. 


This paper discusses the major issues associated with creating a business longitudinal 
dataset for multiple analytical purposes, describes how these impact on the development of 
the BLD and states the methodology intended to be used to overcome these issues. 
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